KIT LIST AND INFORMATION DOCUMENT FOR 3 DAY
SEHLABATHEBE TOUR

A VALID PASSPORT IS ESSENTIAL TO ENTER LESOTHO.

LESOTHO VISA REQUIREMENTS:

Certain nationalities require visas for Lesotho. You will find a link to the list on any of our tour pages
on our website at www.sanilodge.co.za . Alternatively, visit the following Lesotho government
website:

http://evisalesotho.com/visa-exemptions/

If you do require a visa, you have a big problem! It is currently only possible to get a visa in Maseru itself. We
are sorry about this — we have spent years engaging with Lesotho Tourism on this matter, and whilst promises
of change have been made, no action has yet followed. It is crazy that a country keen to grow its tourism has
obstacles against certain nationalities entering their country, obstacles which currently are almost impossible
to overcome. Crazy!

LESOTHO TOURIST LEVY

The Lesotho government has introduced a Tourist Levy of R100 per person entering the country as from 1 April
2024. They have set up the system such that clients pay the levy to the tour operator who then makes monthly
returns and payments to the Lesotho Government Levy Fund. In our case, the levy will thus be added on to the
tour price quoted by Drakensberg Adventures for payment up front.

BRING ALONG:

Small day pack.

Long pants suitable for riding if you plan to ride (tracksuit pants work well).
Warm windproof and preferably waterproof jacket/ raincoat or rain suit or poncho.
Fleece jacket or top (or equivalent).

Warm clothing including trousers, tracksuit, jersey for winter.

Sun hat.

Sun bloc cream.

Suitable footwear for riding and walking.

Swimming costume (summer)

Small towel.

Beanie or balaclava and gloves (winter).

11 water bottle.

Torch or flashlight (a head torch is ideal).

Camera.

Personal medications and toiletries.

Refuse bag for your own rubbish

MEALS:

All meals are provided on the 3 day Sehlabathebe trips as follows:

Day 1: packed lunch, dinner. Day 2: breakfast, packed lunch, dinner Day 3: breakfast, packed lunch.
In-between snacks are NOT included and you can bring along your own (they may be purchased at Sani Lodge if
required.)

DRAKENSBERG ADVENTURES MINIMUM IMPACT REFUSE POLICY

All your own refuse must be carried out with you. No toilet paper or tissue paper is to be buried, placed under
a tree or rock, or strewn about above ground. Please bring your own refuse bag to discard any litter you
generate on the tour ; ie plastic bottle, tissues, used toilet paper, plastic bags.

BASIC TOUR INFO:

Departure: From Sani Lodge backpackers at 9am on Day 1


http://www.sanilodge.co.za/
http://evisalesotho.com/visa-exemptions/

Return: To Sani Lodge Backpackers around 5 - 5.30pm on Day 3

General Information:

This tour has great flexibility — make of it whatever you want to! Sehlabathebe is great hiking country, and
you can spend your full day in the park hiking — climbing the Devil’s Knuckles, or visiting the Tsoelikana
waterfalls or Kepising Rock overhang and you can spend the last day hiking down to the SA border post at
Bushmansnek. If horse-riding is your thing, you can spend the full day in the Park on horse-back, and then
spend the last day riding down to Bushmansnek. If Basotho culture is your thing, you can spend the full day in
one of the nearby villages getting a taste of the traditional Highlands lifestyle. Or you can get a bit of each
aspect, its up to you to let your guide know what your interests are. Also let us know in advance so we can try
and arrange the right guide for your needs!

Tour itinerary:

DAY 1: Drive from Sani Lodge through the historic area of East Griqualand, through rolling farmland and then turning
north to the beautiful and little-used road pass to Ramatseliso’s Gate border post. Cross into Lesotho and drive the
scenic route along Lesotho’s southern boundary to Sehlabathebe National Park. The Park Lodge, the historic building
where we have stayed in the past, has sadly been closed to the public. We therefore stay at Mabotle Lodge in the
nearby Sehlabathebe village. Mabotle is fairly basic. There may be time for a stroll in late afternoon.

DAY 2: After breakfast, a local guide will take us on a day of exploration of the wonders of Sehlabathebe. The day is
yours — options include a climb to the overhanging mountain Kepising, a swim in the pool at the bottom of the
Tsoelikana Waterfall and experience the unique flora and fauna of the park. For the keen horse rider, this day can be
spent riding around the park. A visit to Thamatu village is also possible. Second night at Mabotle Lodge.

DAY 3: Today, a special border crossing. The local guide will lead you on foot or horseback down the bridal trail leading
to the South African border post at Bushman’s Nek. There is only a path on the Lesotho side of this border post! The
vehicle will drive around and meet you at the bottom of this beautiful journey and return you to Sani Lodge.

Toilet stops: Flush toilets at Masakala, the SA border post and Mabotle Lodge, au natural elsewhere on the
tour.

RIDING HELMETS: Note that Basotho people do not ride wearing helmets, and the operators in Lesotho do
NOT provide helmets for riders. If you wish to wear a helmet, you either need to bring your own, or else you
can hire them from us. We have a number of helmets with variable head sizes available to hire at R50 per trip,
with a deposit of R100 to be left behind and returned to you once the helmet is returned in good order. You
will be asked about this on your indemnity form to be filled in prior to departure, and must hire the helmet
from the Lodge office prior to departure if you want one.

CANCELLATION POLICY: We run our tours no matter what the weather or weather forecast. This is
because a) at 9am it is impossible to say what the weather will be like for the whole day and b) the weather
once you get above the escarpment and into Lesotho is often different and better than below the escarpment in
KZN. Weather forecasting is at best an imprecise science, and especially so in the mountains. Whatever the
weather, our guides will do their best to ensure you have an interesting and enjoyable day. In the unlikely
event of the road being closed due to snow, ice or a heavy storm damaging the road, our policy is to still run
the tour, driving as far as is practical and safe, and walking from wherever we park to the top of Sani Pass and
crossing into Lesotho on foot. Please note that we confirm our guides the night before the tour, and so any
cancellation of a tour on the actual day of the tour will entail a cancellation fee being charge to cover the
guide’s expenses and any expenses Drakensberg Adventures and our Basotho partners have incurred.



